2019

REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS OF
TRANSFORMATIONAL IMPACT
Dear Story County Community Foundation (SCCF) Friends,
Growing the future of Story County. This was the vision that set the platform for the
transformational impact that we have been able to make in our communities since opening
our doors in 2005. For the past 15 years, we have grown together, given together and made
a collective impact... together.
Fifteen years ago, community leaders came together with a vision and commitment to create
a local community foundation to connect our communities with resources that would address
current and emerging needs to grow the future of Story County. They recognized that we
need a foundation that would stand as a pillar of partnership to provide sustainable support for
organizations and community wide initiatives, work collaboratively with community partners
to instill systematic change and serve our generous neighbors who want to support their
communities by giving back to causes they care about. Fifteen years ago, these leaders
recognized what we still know to be true – when we work together, we can make the most
impact to improve the quality of life in Story County.
This year, as we celebrate the past 15 years, we want to thank all those who have worked
alongside us. Our founders, who came together with passion, leadership and a commitment to
serve. Our board members and staff, past and present, who have guided and shaped us into
an innovative and trusted community partner that is committed to serving our communities.
Our nonprofit partners that we are proud to serve and support as they work tirelessly every
day to make their impact. Our community partners who have joined us time and time again to
help lead the way. Our charitable fund holders who have trusted us to help shape their legacy
of giving today and for many generations to come. Thank you.
In reviewing our community impact report, we hope you will join us in celebrating the history
of our growth and impact, and the excitement of the momentum that continues to move us
forward. Each day we are committed to the work that we are doing to serve you. We are
excited about what we can accomplish in this next year, and the opportunities that these next
fifteen years will bring to lead, serve and make change to improve the quality of life in your
communities.
Thank you for your generosity and commitment to growing the future of Story County.
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BUILDING A FUTURE OF COMMUNITY SUPPORT THROUGH
FAITH, FAMILY AND FRIENDSHIP
Established in 1999, Friendship Ark Homes and Community Services
has been providing a variety of supports that allows individuals with
intellectual and development disabilities to thrive in reaching their
fullest potential
Friendship Ark Homes partnered with the Story County Community
Foundation in 2008 to establish the Friendship Ark Homes Endowment.
The endowment was created to ensure that the organization creates
financial security and continue to do the tireless work they do to
empower people with disabilities. They also have leveraged their
endowment to fund critical projects and needs.

“IT IS WITH THE SUPPORT OF OUR COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE STORY COUNTY COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION THAT THE FRIENDSHIP ARK HAS BEEN
EQUIPPED TO PREPARE FOR THE FINANCIAL STABILITY OF
THE ORGANIZATION, SO THAT WE CAN CONTINUE OUR
MISSION OF CELEBRATING THE UNIQUENESS OF ADULTS
WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES,” SHARES JENNIFER
ELLIS. “AS OUR DONORS SEE HOW THEIR INVESTMENT
IN FRIENDSHIP ARK HAS HELPED US FULFILL OUR
MISSION AND EXPAND OUR SERVICES, THEY CONTINUE
TO SUPPORT US AND WANT TO HELP US ENSURE FUTURE
FINANCIAL STABILITY BY BUILDING OUR ENDOWMENT.”

“By showing that Friendship Ark has been proactive in planning for
our future by setting up an endowment; our donors can trust that their
gifts will have an impact not just now, but into the future. It also shows
that we are a strong organization that will be able to weather changes
that might happen at the federal or state level regarding our funding
sources,” says Jennifer Ellis, Executive Director. Their endowment
fund has provided Friendship Ark with the support needed to grow and
expand their services to help meet more of the needs in our community
for individuals with disabilities.
“Many non-profit organizations are challenged to find reliable funding
sources to cover ongoing operating costs. Endowed funds that provide
consistent earnings can help ensure long-term stability for non-profits.
The Story County Community Foundation (SCCF) provides a vehicle
for non-profits to access endowments that they are unable to manage
as separate, often small, organizations,” says Sarah Buck, Friendship
Ark Board Member. “I am grateful to SCCF for offering endowed
funds to Friendship Ark, other non-profit organizations and to donors
who are helping to ensure the future financial health of our non-profit Sarah Buck, Friendship Ark board member and Jennifer Ellis, Executive
Director are grateful for the generosity of their donors who have committed to
community.”
investing in the mission of Friendship Ark homes by making a gift today that will
also leave a legacy of impact through their endowment fund.
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A CATALYST FOR COMMUNITY CHANGE
“THROUGH THE SUPPORT OF OUR
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP WITH THE STORY
COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, THE
COLLINS COMMUNITY HAS BEEN ABLE TO
AUGMENT OUR LOCAL EFFORTS TO BUCK THE
TREND OF RURAL DECLINE AND IN OUR WAY
REDEFINE WHAT SMALL TOWN IOWA HAS TO
OFFER THE WORLD AROUND US.”
- KATIE BALDWIN, CITY CLERK

When the Collins community puts its mind to do something, they do it.
The Community Center and Mural Walk project is just one example of
how the City of Collins is on a journey of revitalization with its dedication
to growth, opportunity and prosperity.
The project received a $14,000 Community Grant from the Story County
Community Foundation in 2019. This project, broken up into several
components, can be detailed as both an expansion of services and a
showcase of small town heritage. First, it will involve an improvement
to its existing facilities with kitchen improvements. Second, there will
be an expansion that will provide space for the community’s growing
historical society. Finally, its ‘mural walk’ will showcase a series of
murals representing the rich history of Collins. “Our finished project
will be a wonderful conduit to the past, Story County culture and the
many people who have made Collins viable since its inception,” says
Brett Comegys, City Mayor.
This project has been inspired by a culmination of many ideas and
efforts that led the community this point. The formation of its local
Historical Society, improvements to the Main Street Cultural District,
the addition of our town’s amphitheater, the anticipated upgrade of the
Heart of Iowa Trail and the growth of community pride over the last few
years are just a few examples.

Brett Comegys, Mayor of Collins proudly stands outside of the city’s Community
Center in the heart of their Main Street Cultural District. The Community
Center is used every day for a variety of purposes and is currently undergoing
renovations that will update, expand and improve the town’s capacity to support
public celebrations, private events and other opportunities to bring community
members together.

“The support that the Story County Community Foundation provided
through a Community Grant has had a tremendous impact that has
fueled our fundraising efforts. Seeing the faith that the community
foundation has put into our project has really bolstered the overall
support we need to make this all happen, “shares Brett. “Knowing that
people believe in us makes a world of difference.”
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THE MAGIC OF COMMUNITY, COLLABORATION, AND FAMILY GIVING
For the Engelman family, community means sharing what you have
with others and them sharing with you. Jon, Patti, and their kids
enjoy working together in their family business. They strive to make
an impact by partnering with local nonprofits, which they believe can
improve the lives of their neighbors in Story County.
Working with their financial advisor, the Engelmans were exploring
strategies to maximize their impact through charitable giving and meet
their financial goals. They knew that the Story County Community
Foundation could be a resource for the family, and from there they
established the Magic Penny Charitable Giving fund. “The fund provides
flexibility to make charitable gifts when its profitable for the business,
as well as flexibility in our decisions as to when and where we would
like to give our charitable dollars,” states Jon Engelman. “The Story
County Community Foundation provides us the ability to contribute
a variety of assets other than cash, and support nonprofits we care
about. The icing on the cake, was that by partnering with SCCF, we are
supporting a local community foundation that is promoting charitable
giving. This allows Story County residents to make investments in
projects and organizations that make this a special place to live and
work”

“COMMUNITY TO ME IS SHARING WHAT YOU HAVE WITH
OTHERS AND THEM SHARING WITH YOU. GIVING LOVE,
JOY, RESOURCES AND TIME TO BE MORE THAN ANY
INDIVIDUAL COULD BE THEMSELVES.”
- ANDREW ENGELMAN

Jon’s son, Andrew, was inspired to name the fund from the song
“Magic Penny,” that reflects the family’s heart on love and generosity.
“Working with the Story County Community Foundation was seamless
and user friendly,” shared Jon. “Their staff has made it a joy to establish
and operate our family’s Donor Advised fund—which makes it more of
The Engelman family is proud to share their family’s heart on love and
a treat than a chore to give!”
generosity with causes in their local community.
(Pictured left to right, back to front: Jon and Patti and their children Andrew,
Abby, Ariana and Adam)
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FINANCIALS
AS OF DECEMBER 2019
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2019 STORY COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION STAFF
SUNNI KAMP, MPA | EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ANGELA HARMS | ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

2019 ADVISORY BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DARYLE VEGGE, CHAIR
LAURIE HENRY, VICE CHAIR
ANN KURTENBACH, TREASURER
AUDREY KENNIS, SECRETARY
JACLYN ANDERZHON, UNITED WAY OF STORY COUNTY
JEREMY ARENDS, FORTRESS INSURANCE SERVICES
PATTI COTTER, COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER
JENNIFER DIETER, COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER
TILLIE GOOD, IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION
AL HERMANSON, COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER
DUSTIN INGRAM, AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
STEVE KOVARIK, CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
MIKE PHILLIPS, GREATER IOWA CREDIT UNION
BECKY SENTI, COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER
CONNIE TJEMELAND, COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER
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